
PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY 
STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

Monday, August 26, 2019

The meeting of the Public Works and Safety Standing Committee was held on Monday, August 

26, 2019, at 5:00 p.m., in the 5th Floor Conference Room of the Municipal Office Building.  The 

following members were present:  Commissioner Bynum, Chairman; Commissioners Philbrook, 

Markley, Kane, Johnson, and BPU Board Member Groneman.  The following officials were also 

in attendance: Gordon Criswell, Melissa Sieben, Alan Howze, and Emerick Cross, Assistant 

County Administrators; Misty Brown, Deputy Chief Counsel; James Bain and Casey Meyer, 

Assistant Counsel; Troy Shaw, County Engineer; Dave Reno, Public Works Engagement Officer; 

Michael York, Acting Police Chief; Steve Haulmark, Assistant Chief of Police; Laura Cromwell, 

Professional Fiscal Assistant in the Police Department; Jeremy Rogers, Director of Parks & 

Recreation; Angel Obert, Recreation Division Manager; and Officer Jay Doleshal,  Sergeant-at-

Arms.

Chairman Bynum called the meeting to order.  Roll call was taken and all members were present 

as shown above.

Chairman Bynum said we have a few revisions on tonight’s agenda.  We had a blue sheet last 

week that said Item No. 6 and 7 that additional information wouldn’t be forthcoming and just to 

clear that up it just means that originally it had said more information would be and actually more 

information is not.  We also have a new item added requesting St. Margaret’s Fitness Court and 

we’ll hear that item as No. 8.   

Approval of standing committee minutes from June 17, 2019.  On motion of Commissioner 

Kane, seconded by Commissioner Johnson, the minutes were approved.  Motion carried 

unanimously.
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Committee Agenda:

Item No. 1 – 19905…RESOLUTION:  LEAVENWORTH ROAD, 78TH TO 63RD STREET 

IMPROVEMENTS

Synopsis:  A resolution authorizing a survey of lands for the Leavenworth Road, 78th to 63rd 

Street improvements, submitted by James Bain, Assistant Counsel.  (KDOT Project No. 105 N-

0640-01).

Troy Shaw, County Engineer, said I’ll give you a very quick update on the progress of the project 

so far.  Here are a couple of pictures of Phase I.  This is what Phase II will look like when it’s done 

as well.  Phase I is wrapping up right now.  We’ve got a couple punch list item things left to go to 

repair.  
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We’re starting the relocation of utilities right now.  We’re also currently in the process of acquiring 

right-of-way easements.  That should go through the beginning of next year and then in September 

we’re set for a bid opening with KDOT and then construction is ongoing until 2022, another long 

one and, hopefully, we’ll be able to speed up the construction like we did on Phase I.  That’s the 

goal but this is the KDOT schedule and that’s what we follow until we know differently.

    
Commissioner Philbrook said 63rd Street, that intersection is what you’re going to redo and will 

be part of it because not everything is—Mr. Shaw said yes.  We will tie in to where we stopped 

on Phase I and we’ll go to just short of 78th Street.  Commissioner Philbrook said but you haven’t 

really finished the sidewalks up to 63rd yet.  They stop short.  Mr. Shaw said correct.  Yes, the 

intersection of 63rd—Commissioner Philbrook said about 200 feet or something.  Mr. Shaw said 

yes, I think that’s right.  It will tie into that, correct.  It won’t leave a gap.  Commissioner 
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Philbrook said well, you know, we’re going to get asked.  Mr. Shaw said there won’t be a gap.  

Commissioner Philbrook said thank you.  Mr. Shaw said no problem.  

 
That’s just a quick—blue is Phase I that’s getting finished right now.  Red is the Phase II portion 

of what we’re doing, and I just have a quick note as to we’re here for the survey resolution.  This 

is kind of a snapshot of where we’re at on Phase II and then what happened on Phase I.  That’s 

what we’re looking for.  I think currently we have a little over half of the properties that we need.  

It’s just easements, mainly for retaining walls, also utilities and a little bit of right-of-way.  That’s 

all I have unless you have questions about the presentation and if not, James can go for it. 

Chairman Bynum said I have one question.  I think it’s a temporary easement at 77th.  Have you 

all been out and visited with the two business owners, Studio 7 and MeMa’s?  Mr. Shaw said I’ll 

have to check.  Commissioner Philbrook said because they have a very poor amount of area to 

park cars.  If you dig into that too far, there’s not going to be room to back a car out.  Mr. Shaw 

said I’m sure we’ve talked to them.  I haven’t personally.  We have a right-away agent and our 

project manager that probably has, but I will check on that.  Dave Reno, Public Works 

Engagement Officer, said we have.  Yes.  We have talked the them and we’ll keep it up as this 

progresses.  Commissioner Philbrook said thank you.  I appreciate that.                                       

Action: Commissioner Philbrook made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Kane, to 

approve.  Roll call was taken and there were six “Ayes,” Groneman, Philbrook, 

Markley, Kane, Johnson, Bynum.  
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Item No. 2 – 19906…POLICY:  SIDEWALK & CURB REHAB INCENTIVE PROGRAM

Synopsis: Recommend approval of the updated Sidewalk & Curb Replacement Incentive 

Program, submitted by Jeff Fisher, Executive Director of Public Works.

Chairman Bynum said it’s a change to the program, is it not?  Dave Reno, Public Works 

Engagement Officer, said it’s a policy update.  Chairman Bynum said policy update and it will 

have a vote.  Mr. Reno said correct.  We are requesting action on an existing policy.  It’s the 

Sidewalk Replacement & Repair Policy and we’ve made just a few updates.  I’m going to run 

through those real quick.

The first is that the reimbursements previously could go to the homeowner, contractor or 

to the tenant.  Now, reimbursements will go directly to the contractor.  

The second update is that the reimbursement rate used to be listed in the policy.  We’ve 

moved that out because it restricts our ability to reimburse contractors in appropriate amounts.  

This allows the county engineer to base the reimbursement rate on whatever the current market 

rate is.  

The third update is that we just removed a bunch of unnecessary fluff language that sort of 

made it difficult to read.  Hopefully, this update will make it easier for residents who are interested 

in participating in the program or taking advantage of the program to understand exactly what it’s 

about.

Then we added some requirements for contractors to be licensed with the Unified 

Government.  In the past, anybody could do.  We’d rather that you know folks had some quality 

control with the contractors and then updated the visual appearance of the actual application 

material.  It just was on old letterhead and had been scanned 5,000 times.  It was looking kind of 

nasty, so we updated that and made it a little bit easier for folks to track progress on Public Works’ 

site.  

Finally, we removed the allowance for commercial property.  There used to be an 

allowance for commercial properties to take advantage of this program.  They could do up to 

12,000 square feet.  We decided that really, this is more about neighborhoods improving 

neighborhoods, and we just focused all of those resources over to the residential side.  

 You should have received it in your packet.  If you didn’t and you’d like to see it, I’ve got 

copies here for you; communications and outreach plan which is, if approved, what we’re going 
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to do within the first 30 days to let people know that it’s changed and also you should take 

advantage of this because it’s a great way to get 50% off of the cost of your sidewalk replacement.  

Chairman Bynum said the slide, is all the other ways.  Mr. Reno said right.  This policy pertains 

to existing sidewalk or curb and a lot of folks have questions about how do we get new sidewalk 

or a new curb and right now on this slide; these are the four ways we can get new sidewalks.  First, 

is through new development.  Troy, I believe that we have a requirement for all new subdivisions.  

They have to put sidewalks on at least one side of the road.  Mr. Shaw said correct.  Mr. Reno 

said second, is through a benefit district and we’re going to talk more about benefit districts in 

October but for now, that’s another way folks could get new curb or sidewalk in their area.  

The third is our Safe Routes to School Program; which I’m sure you’ve heard a lot about.  

This puts new sidewalk in areas where walking to school for children might be a little bit 

challenging or a little bit unsafe.  We want to make that a little bit better for them.  Then, the final 

way is through a major road reconstruction like the Leavenworth Road Project.  Mr. Shaw said I 

will note the Safe Routes to School Program is federal dollars as well.  We have to work with the 

schools, apply for federal grants to get that money.  It’s 80/20 federal dollars, 80% federal, 20% 

UG typically.          

Commissioner Markley said I do like the fact that this simplifies the situation a little bit.  I will 

still just express the Sidewalk Incentive Policy I guess is better than nothing, but I still think for 

most of our residents, they see that and they’re like oh, that sounds like a lot of red tape for me to 

get what I want and they’re thinking I probably didn’t even live here when this sidewalk started to 

deteriorate and now, I’m getting pinned with the cost of replacement of a sidewalk.  You know, 
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maybe I moved in last year and the sidewalk was already crumbling.  It’s unfortunate that we have 

let our infrastructure get to a state where now we are pinning the cost of that infrastructure 

replacement on people who had nothing to do with this deterioration.  As I said, obviously, giving 

them the incentive is better than telling them that have to replace it and don’t get an incentive, so 

I’m not complaining about the fact that we’re giving them something, but I think for most residents 

they’re thinking you want me to go find a contractor and then I have to go through this process 

and all of this to pay to replace something that I didn’t do the damage to begin with.  

Commissioner Philbrook said okay, definitely tell me if I’m wrong because I thought it was the 

responsibility of the homeowner to maintain the sidewalk.  If I buy a house and the sidewalk looks 

like—well, it’s not so good then I’m accepting that and either intend to replace it or let it continue 

to deteriorate.  Is that correct?  Mr. Shaw said yes, I believe by Kansas State Law the sidewalk is 

the responsibility of the property owner.  Misty, is that, not right?  Misty Brown, Deputy Chief 

Counsel said that’s not entirely right.  Commissioner Philbrook said okay, that’s what I want to 

hear from.  Talk to me.  

Ms. Brown said it’s not a clear-cut thing.  Actually, everybody shares a piece of 

responsibility for the sidewalk.  The part of the statute that Troy is talking about, it starts off where 

it says a homeowner is responsible for the sidewalk but it goes on to say if the city has a program 

that is out there inspecting, enforcing and writing tickets for sidewalks.  Most cities don’t do that 

so we are frequently sued on sidewalk cases and street cases.  We do have an indelible duty to 

provide reasonably safe streets and sidewalks.  There’s a variety of provisions to it but it’s not a 

clear-cut area.  Commissioner Philbrook said okay.  This is why I’m asking because I want people 

to understand that it is very gray and that it’s a combination of his mine and ours sort of situation 

where we’re all kind of responsible for it.  So, if you have a sidewalk in front of your house, are 

you responsible for clearing the snow off of it in the wintertime?  I know that’s another one but 

I’m going to ask it now because now is a good time as any.  

Ms. Brown said we have a memo on this because it’s come up several times.  I think, if 

you are in the commercial area that you do have a responsibility to clear the snow; however, in the 

act of clearing the snow if you make it worse like you shoveled the snow and then allowed it, the 

ice to melt, you can be sued for creating a hazard that way for not salting it, but for the average 

homeowner, I’d say no, there is no statutory authority saying that you have to shovel your 

sidewalk.  Commissioner Philbrook said thank you.  I appreciate you clearing up several things 
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that I get asked a lot of times.  That’ll be a few people I won’t have to replace; you know or tell 

about that.  I appreciate that.  Ms. Brown said I would also add in, as Melissa reminded me, if 

there is a local ordinance that trumps it, you could have that duty for a homeowner but my 

understanding is that we do not but it’s different in the commercial districts.  Commissioner 

Philbrook said unless we start writing code violations for cruddy sidewalks it’s all our 

responsibility.  Is that what you’re saying?  Ms. Brown said I wouldn’t say it’s entirely our 

responsibility.  Typically, in these cases, it’s a combination—Commissioner Philbrook said it’s 

a combination but what I’m saying if we don’t demand that the sidewalks be kept up by the 

homeowners then it’s a shared responsibility.  Ms. Brown said and we would have to allocate 

funds to have a program to systematically go through, inspect and write citations for it.  

Commissioner Philbrook said sorry to put you on the spot lady but, that’s what you’re here for.  

Ms. Brown said that’s true and I’ve been here long enough to research this issue a few times.  

Commissioner Philbrook said I know.  Thank you so much.    

Commissioner Markley said I would say typically what we see with this program is somebody 

who’s just unhappy with their sidewalk and how it looks and they want to improve it.  It’s not 

somebody that we’ve given a ticket to or we’ve said you have to do this.  People that use this 

program tend to be the people that are like my sidewalk looks cruddy and I have some money in 

my pocket and I want to fix it; which is awesome, it’s great for them, but for those people that who 

are in a more difficult financial situation, particularly people who haven’t, like I said, sort of 

contributed to the damage.  It’s a painful conversation to have with them, to say I realize that you 

haven’t lived here very long and this sidewalk was a mess when you moved in, so you clearly 

weren’t the one who made it a mess but not it’s all your problem kind of deal.  That’s where I feel 

the heartburn.                 

BPU Board Member Groneman said you talk about sidewalks, what about the curbs?  Kind of 

like if a snowplow of the city—snowplow comes down and catches the curb, knocks a chunk out 

of it, who’s responsibility?  How is that handled?  Are curbs different from sidewalks?  Ms. Brown 

said curbs are different from sidewalks in that you know their function is different and you would 

hope people aren’t walking on the curbs.  I will have to look into the specifics on that but I mean 

off the cuff, if we’re saying a city went in and damaged it, I would think we would fix it ourselves 
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just as a matter of equity and not try to put that on the homeowner, but I will need to look into that 

a bit more.  

Mr. Shaw said I’ll add to that.  Recently, I’d say in the last year or year and a half, Public Works 

has started repairing more curb than we have in the past.  We have a dedicated concrete crew that 

goes out and does curb repairs throughout the city.  We’ve also started doing curb and gutter with 

our pavement preservation program.  We’ll go into a neighborhood and replace the chunks of curb 

that caused damage to this upgrade of the road.  We can’t get everything so if it has a crack in it, 

we’re not replacing it, but if that crack is causing damage to this upgrade, we are replacing it.  

Prior to overlaying the road, the Commission gave us additional funding next year, which 

we appreciate to do some additional concrete work as well with curbs prior to our Mill and Overlay 

and Street Preservation Program as well.               

BPU Board Member Groneman said I guess, if you’re a homeowner, do you just wait until the 

city decides that the curbs are bad and they’re going to come out and fix it as opposed to hiring a 

contractor or going to a contractor to fix it yourself.  Mr. Shaw said yes, I mean I think that this 

program here gives you a couple of options.  If you want it done now, we have a huge list of stuff 

to do but this gives us a 50/50 program so a homeowner could pay for half, we pay for half through 

this program and the contractor gets hired and reimbursed through that.  If we’re going to redo a 

road in someone’s area, that’s typically when we do it unless there’s a major issue that our concrete 

crews go look at but yes, that’s a way to get it done sooner than later.                 

Commissioner Philbrook said let’s say I’m a do-it-yourself person and I want to put a 

new sidewalk in there.  Do I have to get permission from you to do a new sidewalk?  If I decide to 

do it, me and my buddy decide to do it and I’m not hiring somebody else to come in to do it, how 

does that scenario play out?  Mr. Shaw said the way this policy is written now, I believe is, it will 

not be reimbursable unless you’re a licensed contractor.  Is that correct?  Commissioner 

Philbrook said I don’t have to.  I’m not worried about reimbursement.  I just want to do it.  Mr. 

Shaw said you would need a right-of-way permit.  Mr. Reno said you would just have to get the 

permit.  Mr. Shaw said if the sidewalk’s in the right-of-way.  Commissioner Philbrook said 

that’s all I want to know.     
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Commissioner Johnson asked what is the typical turnaround in terms of the 

reimbursement to the contractor once all the documents have received.  Mr. Shaw said I would 

say two to three weeks would be my guess.  They would submit a bill.  We would do a purchase 

order for them to get paid.  It’s however long it takes to get through our payment process, which 

is a couple weeks typically, I think.  Commissioner Johnson said that’s important to the 

contractor, obviously, as to how long it would take so I would hope that—should we designate 

how long it should take?  

Commissioner Johnson said it’s a question.  Chairman Bynum said I think there’s a 

process by which our treasurer cuts checks and so I’m going to assume that if invoices are 

submitted timely, then those checks are going to line up in our queue and be processed at the next 

accounts payable time.  Would I be wrong about that?  No.  Commissioner Johnson said I mean 

it sounds good philosophically to me even policy wise, but often times these things take a lot longer 

than what we might be suggesting right now.  Chairman Bynum said you would be in favor of.  

Commissioner Johnson said as we’re trying to codify this, I think that that’s an area I’ve 

experienced that takes a long time in terms of getting that reimbursement back and maybe that’s 

just the process of doing business with the UG, I don’t know, in terms of accounts payable.  I hope 

I’m not stepping on anyone’s feet but I just think that we need to have some thought process as 

regard to that.  

Since we’re going through this process of thinking this through, you know at the end of the 

day and we’re making it very clear that the homeowner will no longer be the one that’s being 

reimbursed, now we have to add an element of reimbursing the contractor exclusively, they’re 

going to want to know when should they expect it, I mean in general timeframes.  You know I 

don’t care if you—I’m not talking about in days but in terms like you were saying.  If it’s a 

particular cycle, it’s cut once or twice a month. 

 Commissioner Philbrook said I’m thinking about this and I understand where you’re 

coming from because I know that I used to like to get paid when I was on contract and so I do 

understand what you’re saying, but it all depended on the company I was doing business with how 

I got paid.  I’m going to ask maybe that you bring back information with you to let us know about 

how long it usually takes for people to get reimbursed through these people doing this work and if 

it starts looking like feet are being drug back with that report, then we can have a conversation 

about that.
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Melissa Sieben, Assistant County Administrator, said, Commissioner, what I was just going to 

suggest that it would be best if we got the information on the timeline of if it’s submitted by this 

date this is when you can anticipate reimbursement and give you actual facts because right now, 

you know depending on when you’re hitting the cycle it may be different.  Okay?  Commissioner 

Philbrook said yes.  Chairman Bynum said I would appreciate that.  My suggestion would be 

that we vote to update the policy and we receive back later the payment schedule, if you will, so 

that we know what is the payment schedule and then if we’ve got to do something to that we can 

make that change.  I completely understand the contractor or anyone else wanting to get paid.  

Commissioner Johnson said well, it puts the problem between the homeowner and the contractor.  

There could be issues there.  That’s all I’m saying.  Mr. Shaw said what we have mostly, just to 

kind of maybe ease it a little bit is the majority of the ones we do now are contractors we pay 

directly.  That’s what historically it’s been.  It’s been contractors, homeowners or others that kind 

of simplified it but we have been paying contractors directly, typically, is how it’s been working 

recently at least, just whatever helps, but that’s kind of how it has been. 

Chairman Bynum said to be clear what we’re doing tonight is voting to update the policy that 

allows for the 50/50 Sharing Program on existing sidewalk and, again, I’ll note these four on the 

slide are new curb and sidewalk programs.  I’m just trying to make sure our community understand 

the variety of ways that we deal in sidewalks.  With that, I will ask if anyone from the public wants 

to speak on this item and if not, I will take a motion.  

There were none.                     

Ms. Brown asked may I just interject quickly.  Chairman Bynum said yes.  Ms. Brown said just 

as a procedural point.  It looks like we’ve failed to put the resolution in here authorizing us to adopt 

the policy.  What I would suggest is we’ll get that in there when it goes to full commission.  

Chairman Bynum said okay.  Ms. Brown said just so that will be included.  Commissioner 

Philbrook said so you want to put this plus the resolution.  Is that what you’re saying?  Ms. Brown 

said we could do it that way in the resolution if you guys would like.  If we’re paying the contractor 

directly, I would say the Kansas Prompt Payment Act requires us to remit payment within 30 days 
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on an invoice that’s been approved.  We could update the policy to say we would strive to pay it 

within 30 days of receiving all of the proper documentation.  Chairman Bynum said okay.  Ms. 

Brown said and then also a resolution would be added when this goes to full commission just so 

that we can find it in the future.  Commissioner Philbrook said I suggest we move forward with 

what she is saying.  Chairman Bynum said I agree.

Action: Commissioner Philbrook made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Kane, to 

approve.  Roll call was taken and there were six “Ayes,” Groneman, Philbrook, 

Markley, Kane, Johnson, Bynum.

Item No. 3 – 19886…ORDINANCE:  PAWNBROKER AND PRECIOUS METAL 

DEALERS

Synopsis:  An ordinance relating to precious metal dealers and pawnbrokers, amending Sections 

36-24, 36-35 and 36-47, submitted by Terry Zeigler, Police Chief.

Chairman Bynum said next we have amendments to our pawnbrokers and precious metal dealer 

ordinance.  We have Casey Meyer and Acting Chief York.  How are you?  Congratulations. 

Michael York, Acting Police Chief, said I appreciate that.

Casey Meyer, Assistant Counsel, said first of all I’d like to preface that an advisory committee 

was convened July 24th that reviewed the version that you currently have in front of you.  I 

inadvertently uploaded a previous version to our site.  The one that you have, and that I emailed 

you earlier, is the one that was submitted to the committee in July and that they approved or 
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supported and that is the one that we’re asking for action on.  Chairman Bynum said I think it 

was in an email earlier today.  We have it.  Ms. Meyer said I will just briefly highlight some of 

the changes in Section 36-24.  The holding period was changed from 30 days to 10 days and that 

time period is consistent with state statute.  We also added the ability of the Police Department to 

seize an item and hold it in Police Department property if we have probable cause to believe that 

it was a stolen item.     

Section 36-25, we added that the reports of transactions will be uploaded to an online system daily.  

It’s my understanding that was already kind of already happening.  We also added a requirement 

of a security camera to record the point of entry or the point of sale and that would be held by the 

business for not less than 30 days.    
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In Section 36-47, we are removing the language requiring an advisory commission to convene 

semi-annually.  That’s it.    

Chairman Bynum said just back one slide.  Those two items there, it sounds like there were no 

issues with our dealers being able to do those two items and that they’re doing that now.  Ms. 

Meyer said that’s correct.  That was brought up to them at our committee and they agreed do that 

and support it.

Commissioner Kane said what you’re showing us is what the committee agreed to already.  Is 

that correct?  Ms. Meyer said that’s correct.  

Commissioner Philbrook said as I read through here and it was talking about identification and 

I’m reading through and it says state approved driver’s license or other approved state 

identifications, but it can be waived if the pawnbroker can produce such information upon request 

by the Police Department.  I don’t know what that looks like.  What does that mean?  Ms. Meyer 

said that language was in the ordinance previously.  That’s what I didn’t change.  I didn’t add that.  

That was just the thing that I had mistakenly included in a previous version.  Commissioner 

Philbrook said but I don’t understand what it means, I guess is what I’m saying.  Acting Chief 

York said I would think what that means is that the pawnbroker knows who that person is.  

Commissioner Philbrook said personally knows.  Acting Chief York said yes and can provide 

us that information for an investigation.  Commissioner Philbrook said I want to make sure I was 

reading it appropriately because otherwise it’s kind of like, huh.  Okay, got it. 

Chairman Bynum asked if there were questions or comments.  There were none.  Is there anyone 

from the audience that wants to address this item?  There were none. 

Commissioner Johnson said this is almost more so about day-to-day operations as it relates to 

the pawnbrokers and the precious metal dealers.  I’m assuming that there has been some prior 

conversation and some of my more senior affiliates could—well, my more senior commissioners 

would probably know this, but do we have anything that limits the number of these types of 
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businesses in our community?  You all have dealt with that before.  Commissioner Markley said 

yes.  

Chairman Bynum said there’s a limit on the number of licenses allowed within the city.  Do you 

know the answer Commissioner Kane?  It’s seven.  Commissioner Johnson said as long as we 

have one, I’m good.  Chairman Bynum said go ahead and come up.  Commissioner Johnson 

said you’re up now.  

Don Budd, 4252 N. 127th, KCK, said, yes, Commissioner, there is.  That was something, believe 

it or not, I was involved in, in 1990 and it was based on—demographics was based on three or four 

other things.  Detective Randy Murphy was here at that time and that was something to where the 

city brought it to us as the pawn industry.  They didn’t want to get overrun with check cashing 

stores, with pawn shops and things like that and I think that we had five or six at the time.  They 

didn’t limit it to the ones that were there.  I think that we’re at seven now.  Commissioner Johnson 

said because I know, I think I have my share in my district.  Thank you and I appreciate that 

answer.  Mr. Budd said I’d like to thank the staff, retiring Chief Zeigler and the PD for the help.  

It’s been a year and a half process getting where we’re at.  We appreciate it.  Chairman Bynum 

said and I’ll bet you also appreciate that now you just have to meet as needed.  Mr. Budd said yes.  

Chairman Bynum said thank you.  Thank you very much.  

Action: Commissioner Kane made a motion, seconded by BPU Board Member 

Groneman, to approve.  Roll call was taken and there were six “Ayes,” Groneman, 

Philbrook, Markley, Kane, Johnson, Bynum.

Item No. 4 – 19907…ORDINANCE:  URINATING/DEFECATING UPON PUBLIC OR 

PRIVATE PROPERTY

 Synopsis:  An ordinance regarding urinating or defecating upon public or private property in open 

view of any person, amending Section 22-203, submitted by Terry Zeigler, Police Chief.

Casey Meyer, Assistant Counsel, said it was brought to my attention we were having some issues 

locally and I checked our public urination ordinance and realized that only public urination is 

prohibited and not defecation.  I reviewed some other city ordinances and most of them have 
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defecating included so that is what this amendment is.  It’s just simply adding defecating into the 

ordinance.  

Action: Commissioner Markley made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Johnson, 

to approve.  Roll call was taken and there were six “Ayes,” Groneman, Philbrook, 

Markley, Kane, Johnson, Bynum.

Item No. 5 – 19900…RESOLUTION:  COOPERATIVE JURISDICTIONAL AGREE-

MENT BETWEEN KCKPD AND KUPD

Synopsis:  A resolution approving an amendment to an agreement between the KCK Police 

Department and Kansas University Police Department (KUPD) authorizing KUPD jurisdiction to 

patrol areas outside their traditional jurisdiction, to include the area bounded by Washington 

Boulevard, North 7th Street Trafficway, Barnett Avenue and North 3rd Street, submitted by Terry 

Zeigler, Police Chief.  The original agreement was approved April 1, 1999.

Casey Meyer, Assistant Counsel, said I’m going to keep my comments brief.  This is a resolution, 

which if passed would give the ability for us to enter into this jurisdictional agreement with KUPD. 

There was a preexisting agreement from 1999.  The only thing that is being changed is two 

paragraphs, and I’m sorry that I did not highlight that in the version you got, but it would be 

paragraph 8 and 9; 9, is the one that establishes the jurisdictional boundaries that are not 

traditionally located next to the KU Health Center but now, because of the new building they have, 

it would extend beyond that area.  I’ll let Deputy Chief York and the members of the KUPD talk 

about that.    

Michael York, Acting Police Chief, said what we’re trying to accomplish is to have KU in the 

area with us.  It’s going to be pretty simple.  It’s 3rd Street to the east, 7th Street to the west, 

Washington to the north and Barnett to the south; it’s a pretty small little block.  They would patrol 

that area along with us.  We would still patrol that area as well.  We would handle all calls for 

service.  We would handle all the investigations that took place in that area.  It’s just for us a force 

multiplier to have police presence in that area and that’s why we are requesting for them to be in 

this area.    
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Action: Commissioner Kane made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Philbrook, to 

approve.  

Chairman Bynum said I would just say that this is what they do at KU Hospital now.  We’re just 

adding a boundary area around their new location.  It’s nothing different than what they do 

currently at the University of Kansas Health System.  Does any person from the public want to 

speak on this item?  No one appeared. 

Roll call was taken and there were six “Ayes,” Groneman, Philbrook, Markley, Kane, Johnson, 

Bynum.

Item No. 6 –  19903…GRANT:  FY19 EDWARD BYRNE MEMORIAL JUSTICE 

ASSISTANCE GRANT (JAG) PROGRAM

Synopsis:  Request approval to apply for and accept the FY19 Edward Byrne Memorial Justice 

Assistance Grant (JAG) in the amount of $98,777, submitted by Laura Cromwell, Professional 

Fiscal Assistant, Police Department.  No match required.

Laura Cromwell, Professional Fiscal Assistant, Police Department, said here with me tonight 

is Major Steve Haulmark, Assistant Chief of Police.  The PD received notification of the Federal 

FY19 Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant a few weeks ago and we are seeking 

approval to apply for and accept this award.  This particular grant is considered both an entitlement 

grant and a formula grant.  

We’re entitled to funding through this grant program because we’re a law enforcement 

agency and we have the requisite crime data.  The amount of funding we are entitled to is 

determined by a formula that incorporates both our population and our violent crime statistics here 

in Kansas City, Kansas. This year our allocated amount is $98,777.  The PD would like to use this 

money to purchase the following items: leadership training for two command staff members 

through the Senior Management Institute for Police, an automated license plate reader, a new EOD 

bomb suit as their current suit is expired and a new and upgraded pole camera for our SOU Team 

as their current one was damaged during a reset fire they had at their building. 
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Our total request for funding for these projects is equal to the amount of the award.  All of 

these items are over and above what’s in our normal operating budget.  Once awarded the PD 

would have until September 30, 2022 to spend down the grant funds and these projects will be 

100% federally funded and there is no match requirement from the UG.

Action: Commissioner Johnson made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Kane, to 

approve.  Roll call was taken and there were six “Ayes,” Groneman, Philbrook, 

Markley, Kane, Johnson, Bynum.

Item No. 7 – 19904…GRANT:  FY20 EDWARD BYRNE MEMORIAL JUSTICE 

ASSISTANCE GRANT (JAG) PROGRAM

Synopsis:  A request from the Police Department and the Sheriff's Office to apply for and 

accept the FY20 Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG), overseen by the Kansas 

Governor's Grants Program and the Kansas Criminal Justice Coordinating Council, submitted by 

Laura Cromwell, Professional Fiscal Assistant, Police Department.  No match required.

Action: Commissioner Johnson made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Kane, to 

approve.  

Chairman Bynum said we have a motion and a second and all I’m going to say on both of these 

grants is I look forward to the day that we do not have the requisite crime data.  Laura Cromwell, 

Professional Fiscal Assistant, Police Department, said I will say our amount this year is less 

than last years, so that’s a good sign.  Chairman Bynum said right, thank you very much.  

Commissioner Philbrook asked would you just briefly state where this money is going for so 

people will know, the second one?  Ms. Cromwell said yes.  The fiscal year 2020 grant that we’re 

going to apply for is a joint application with the Sheriff’s Department.  This one is different than 

the first one we talked about because the first one is a direct application with the federal 

government and this one, we’re applying through the state of Kansas.  The state of Kansas has 

been allocated $2.3M.  They’ve established priority areas and grant applications that tailor to those 

specific priority areas are going to be more likely to succeed in getting funded.  

   Two of those priority areas would be drug enforcement and then hiring and retaining 

qualified staff.  The Police Department has put together their portion of the application to purchase 
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items that will enhance our drug enforcement efforts and then both the Police Department and the 

Sheriff’s Office are going to be putting together programs for successful recruiting efforts and 

we’re looking for that sort of thing.  

I mean we have a list of things we’re going to try to do.  I don’t know if you want to hear 

all of those but we’ve done some research.  I know the Police Department has called neighboring 

agencies to ask what’s worked for them.  I know one of the things we’re going to try to do is take 

our application process mobile.  

The Sheriff’s Department is just going to up their advertisements through some creative 

efforts.  They’re going to do a recruitment ad, Facebook ads, bus ads and billboards.  

Commissioner Philbrook said thank you for letting us know what it’s for.  

Roll call was taken and there were six “Ayes,” Groneman, Philbrook, Markley, Kane, Johnson, 

Bynum.

Chairman Bynum said thank you for all the work you do to write those.  I know those are gift. 

Item No.  8 – 19913…REQUEST:  ST. MARGARET’S FITNESS COURT

Synopsis:  Request to construct a national fitness court at St. Margaret’s Park, located at 230 S. 

7th Street, submitted by Jeremy Rogers, Director of Parks & Recreation.

Jeremy Rogers, Director of Parks & Recreation, said this presentation you guys, this is the third 

time so I’m not going to go through it slide by slide.  You guys get the gist of it but what we want 

to get to, you know all about the fitness court and that it goes into the healthy corridor and what 

we want to do is get to St. Margaret’s Park.  This is the recommended location from the 

stakeholders, the funders, the commissioner in this district has signed off on this as well as the St. 

Joe Watchdogs.  As you know St. Margaret’s Park is right down here on 7th Street at the corner of 

7th & I-70.  

There’s a lot of new work going in there.  Sporting just built the futsal court along with the 

basketball court.  We’re working with the Gaelic Football League to improve the park for their 

usage.  There’s a lot of activity going on in St. Margaret’s Park.  We feel that this would be a great 

addition to this park that we’re already improving.  Are there any questions?  Chairman Bynum 
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said I don’t believe so.  I think you already mentioned that both the commissioner and the 

neighborhood group are happy to have this be in this park.  Mr. Rogers said yes.     

Commissioner Philbrook said the only other thing you want to make sure you say, 70% grant 

money.  Mr. Rogers said yes, absolutely.  Commissioner Philbrook said the rest is us.  Mr. 

Rogers said this project is 70% grant funded.  All those funders have signed off on this location if 

you so choose that.  

Action: Commissioner Kane made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Philbrook, to 

approve.  Roll call was taken and there were six “Ayes,” Groneman, Philbrook, 

Markley, Kane, Johnson, Bynum.

Commissioner Philbrook said I want to congratulate you on your new position.  I understand you 

got a promotion.  Angel Obert, Recreation Division Manager, said thank you, Commissioner, 

yes. 

Chairman Bynum said I would just mention there were no items for Administration and Human 

Services so that meeting was cancelled.               

Adjourn:  

Chairman Bynum adjourned the meeting at 5:43 p.m.

tpl 


