
Administration and Human Services 
Standing Committee Meeting Agenda

Monday, July 22, 2019
Immediately upon adjournment of earlier committee, or 

5:00 p.m. if no earlier committee meeting.

Location:
Municipal Office Building
701 N 7th Street
Kansas City, Kansas 66101
5th Floor Conference Room (Suite 515)

Name Absent

Commissioner Angela Markley, Chair

Commissioner Melissa Bynum

Commissioner Mike Kane

Commissioner Harold Johnson

Commissioner Jane Philbrook

I. Call to Order/Roll Call
 
II. Revisions to July 22, 2019 Agenda
III. Approval of standing committee minutes from May 20, 2019.
IV. Committee Agenda

  

Item No. 1 ­ GRANT:  SBIRT
 

Synopsis:
Request to accept grant funds, if awarded, for Screening, Brief Intervention and Referral to 
Treatment (SBIRT) through the National Association of City and County Health Officials 
(NACCHO), in the amount of $97,891.20, to address high­risk substance use among women 
of reproductive age, submitted by Terry Brecheisen, Director of Public Health.  No match is 
required. 
 

Tracking #: 19848
 

V. Public Agenda
VI. Adjourn



ADMINISTRATION AND HUMAN SERVICES
STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

Monday, May 20, 2019

The meeting of the Administration and Human Services Standing Committee was held on 

Monday, May 20, 2019, at 6:47 p.m., in the 5th Floor Conference Room of the Municipal Office 

Building.  The following members were present:  Commissioner Markley, Chairman; 

Commissioners Philbrook, Johnson, Kane and Bynum.  The following officials were also in 

attendance: Gordon Criswell, Emerick Cross and Alan Howze, Assistant County Administrators; 

and Misty Brown, Deputy Chief Counsel.

Chairman Markley called the meeting to order.  Roll call was taken and all members were 

present as shown above.

Approval of standing committee minutes from February 25 and March 18, 2019.  On motion of 

Commissioner Bynum, seconded by Commissioner Philbrook, the minutes were approved.  

Motion carried unanimously.   

Committee Agenda:
Item No. 1 – 19738…REAPPOINTMENT: REACH FOUNDATIONS BOARD

Synopsis: Reappointment of Theresa Reyes-Cummings to the REACH Healthcare Foundation's 

Community Advisory Committee (CAC) for a three-year term from June 1, 2019 to May 31, 

2022, submitted by Emerick Cross, Assistant County Administrator.

Emerick Cross, Assistant County Administrator, said this is the reappointment of Theresa 

Reyes-Cummings to the REACH Healthcare Foundation’s Community Advisory Committee.  

It’s a three-year term from June 1st to May 31st of 2022. 
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Action: Commissioner Johnson made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Philbrook, to approve.  Roll call was taken and there were five “Ayes,”, 

Philbrook, Johnson, Kane, Bynum, Markley.  

Chairman Markley said in my other life, my business that I work for is neighbors with the 

REACH Foundation.  They do great work.  I’m glad to have that appointment on the board 

representing us.  

  

Public Agenda:
Item No. 1 – 19748…APPEARANCE:  CHRIS MORROW

Synopsis: Appearance of Chris Morrow requesting to propose a penalty reduction for simple 

marijuana possession. 

Chris Morrow, Kansas NORML, said I’ve got handouts for the commissioners but I’d like to 

hand those out after the comments are done.  I’m going to begin my remarks with a quote from 

Victor Hugo.  “Nothing in the world is so powerful as an idea whose time has come,” and that 

said I’m here to talk about proposing a penalty reduction for marijuana possession in Kansas 

City, KS  and I’m talking fast because I’ve got five minutes and I want to begin with the who, 

what, when, where and why.

First, who is it for?  Well, it’s for your residents and visitors to Kansas City, KS.  Who 

can make the change?  Well, the commissioners here in attendance and your fellow members of 

the governing body can or a sufficient number of registered voters petitioning for an ordinance 

change by ballot initiative.  

What type of changes are we proposing?  Simply put, the enactment of an ordinance to 

memorialize marijuana possession penalties that among other things does not include arrest or 

incarceration, specifies a citation and a $25 fine and keeps other associated costs reasonable.  

When would this happen?  As soon as possible if the commissioners of the Unified 

Government are willing to do so or as part of the November 5th election if voters must petition 

for an ordinance change.  Where?  Obviously here in Kansas City, KS.  
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Why?  Because the current penalties can be onerous, including fines of up to $1,000, 

incarceration of up to six months and other expenses.  Kansas City, Kansas has a 22% poverty 

rate and that means oftentimes these costs and penalties fall on people who can least afford them.  

Why else?  Because people of color are three times more likely to be arrested for 

marijuana possession and in Kansas City, KS only 39% of the population identifies as 

White/Non-Hispanic.  

Why else?  Because marijuana reform is on an execrable march to legalization 

nationwide.  Kansas NORML wants our state to move forward with reform soon.  Does the 

governing body want to take regressive action or continue to be passed by?  Time will tell.

With that said, this is what a march to legalization looks like.  Marijuana’s been legalized 

in Colorado, the District of Columbia and nine other states.  Missouri, Nebraska and thirteen 

other states has decriminalized, but not legalized marijuana, and marijuana is legal for medical 

purposes in 33 states including neighboring states of Colorado, Oklahoma, Missouri and a 

medical marijuana bill is currently being worked in the Nebraska legislature and if they pass that 

bill, Kansas will be surrounded by states that have reformed their marijuana laws.

In 2015, voters in Wichita approved a marijuana possession penalty ordinance initiative 

with 54% of the vote.  Now that ordinance was overturned by the Kansas Supreme Court albeit 

on a technicality.  Subsequently, the Wichita City Council took the matter into their own hands 

and approved the current ordinance in June 2017.  In Kansas City, MO, as part of the April 2017 

election, a marijuana possession penalty ordinance initiative was passed with 75% of the vote.  

That’s 21% greater than Wichita, only a mere two years later.  

In all, marijuana possession penalty reductions have now been instituted in Lawrence as 

well as Wichita and Kansas City, MO.  This applies to marijuana amounts between 32–35 grams, 

a little bit more than an ounce.  Crimes ranging by city from a $1–$50.  Incarceration is not part 

of any of the penalties.  Arrest is not stipulated in any of the ordinances in Wichita.  Depending 

on the circumstances, suspects may not be detained or taken into custody except to issue a 

citation.  Also, in Wichita, marijuana paraphernalia is included at the reduced penalty.  In 

Lawrence, the requirement for a costly drug abuse evaluation was also eliminated for first time 

offenders and optional for second offences.  In addition, in Kansas, in the fall 2018 Kansas 

Speaks Survey from the Docking Institute at Fort Hays State, a majority of Kansans were finally 

pulled as being in favor of legalization.  
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Recently, a national polling shows Americans support marijuana legalization at an all-

time high levels, 60+%, an spanning all demographic groups and political parties and I have 

examples for you in a handout that I mentioned earlier.  Thankfully Kansas’ cities enjoy home 

rule powers by virtue our state constitution that means you commissioners.         

Chairman Markley said your time has expired.  How much do you have left?  Mr. Morrow 

said 30 seconds.  

 

Action: Commissioner Kane made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Bynum, to 

approve.  Motion carried unanimously.   

Mr. Morrow said Kansas’ cities enjoy home rule powers by virtue of our state constitution and 

that means your Commission can move your community in the right direction on marijuana 

reform if you’re willing.  If you’re unwilling, you have residents that are willing and motivated 

to gather the necessary petition signatures to place the issue on the ballot in November just like 

Wichita and Kansas City, MO have done successfully, very recently.  That ends my remarks and 

I’d like to—Chairman Markley said yes, if you’d like to give those to our sergeant-at-arms and 

perhaps he can give them to Commissioner Kane and we can do the—Mr. Morrow said I would 

be glad to stand for questions.  

Chairman Markley asked are there any questions.  There were none.  Thank you for being here 

tonight.  

Action: For presentation only.

Item No. 2 – 19749…APPEARANCE:  DAVE W. HEASTON

Synopsis: Appearance of Dave W. Heaston to discuss a policy whereby first responders know 

what your wishes are in the event of your death.

Dave W. Heaston said I live on Strawberry Hill and I have a little bit of a problem.  I’ve been on 

the donation list for my body to go to KU.  My wife and I were on the list for like 14 years.  
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She’s since passed and she was at an out-of-state nursing home so it didn’t happen, but I have 

nobody in town to take care of me.  I have no relation here.  Yes, I’ve got a lot of friends but 

nobody checks on me every day and my problem is, I’ve had this set up to donate my body but 

nobody knows how to do it.  

You know, I asked—I’ve been working with Brian, my Councilman, for the last better 

than a year.  We were talking out putting realtor locks on the door to where the police could get 

in and you can put your information on the inside.  That didn’t fly.  I guess there’s a bunch of 

security things out there that you can buy, pretty reasonable, but the problem is the key costs 

$5,000.  I guess there’s only one firetruck in the whole county that’s got that key and the thing is 

I got to talking to people and I asked them what can I do to make my wishes aware because I’ve 

been paying taxes here for better than 35 years.  This is what they give me.  I mean unless you 

own a Harvey farm for your grandkids this is horse and buggy.  

We’ve had computers for better than 40 years.  We’ve had smart phones for 30 years.  

Now if I was a perpetrator or a felon that had a gun, the police would know it the minute they 

walked in my door.  If it was a violent situation, if I had domestic violence or if I was a 

pedophile, they’d know it,  but you can’t put anything in the file for good guys.  All I’m basically 

looking for—my daughter lives 600 miles away and I don’t want her to have a worry.  I’m at 

peace with myself when I pass; she is also so I don’t want her to have a worry in the world.  

I’ve lined up to where the people that have the contract with KU can take me there and if 

KU wouldn’t accept me, they also do cremation.  Truly it’s a problem solved.  

I’ve got two dogs and my dogs are like my wife.  I was married for 52 years.  My dogs 

are like my wife.  My wife made me laugh; my dogs make me laugh.  We just had somebody at 

the human shelter here saying you don’t want your dogs to go in the kennels but I have a person 

that coworker, her and her dad own the L.A. Hardware behind the McDonald’s on Kansas 

Avenue and she’s babysat my dogs.  She said call any day, night or day, she’ll come get my dogs 

at least until Julie gets here.  

I’ve got a friend that—he’s been a deacon in a Baptist church, Black guy for 25 years.  I 

trust him.  He knows where all of my valuables are in the house.  I want him to be able to get 

into my house and get my valuables before it may be subject to lewding or whatever.  Then to 

turn all up, he’s known my daughter for 25 years.  My point is, is I’d like to see them expand.
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  Since I put in this application to talk, I found out through Major Rodney Smith, who’s 

the head of Homicide, I think he must’ve been given a reel of red tape one day and a barrel to 

crawl in because why would the guy from Homicide call me about this and after we talked about 

it for about 15 minutes, you know what he said, he said that’s such a good ideal I want to steal it 

from you.  Which to me that makes—I said take it.  I’ve been trying for a year to get something 

done.  I haven’t got anything done.  You can get it done with a couple of memos probably.  I 

know my Councilman, Brian, is totally behind this situation.  He’s tired of hearing from me 

about it and he said it ought to happen.  It could so happen.  All I’m looking for is four phone 

numbers, my daughter that’s out-of-state, the person to take care of my dog, the person that’s 

going to get me to KU and Clint, my friend that’s going to secure my house valuables.  

To me they said well who’s going to do it when you get cadets in there.  If you’re a good 

typist, you can probably put all that information in within less than a minute or two minutes.  

We’re talking about four numbers, four names and a little lash on their name right behind it.        

Chairman Markley said Mr. Heaston, your time is up.  Thank you so much for being here 

tonight.  Mr. Heaston said okay, any questions.  I mean it seems—why is it taking so long to 

maybe get something done about it?  Because again, this is horse and buggy.  Why would I want 

to put that in my freezer?  Chairman Markley said thanks.  That was our last item this evening.  

Thank you all for your extended attention.    

     

Action: For presentation only.

Chairman Markley adjourned the meeting at 7:01 p.m.  

Adjourn

tpl



Staff Request for 
Commission Action

 Tracking No. 19848

Full Commission Meeting Date: 8/15/19
Committee: Administration & Human Services
 

Date of Standing Committee Action: 7/22/19
   (If none, please explain): 
 

Publication Required: No     
Date:

6/25/2019 
Contact Name:

Terry Brecheisen
Contact Phone:

x6707 
Contact Email:

tbrecheisen@wycokc.org 
Department/Division:

Health Department 
Item Description: 

Application for a grant from NACCHO  (National Association of City and County Health Officials) in the amount of $97,891.20. 
This project will address high-risk substance use among women of reproductive age and link patients who screen positive for risky 
substance use with appropriate substance use disorder treatment services.  A substance abuse specialist will be embedded in the STI 
Clinic, helping to eliminate barriers to initiating care.  No match is required.

 

Action Requested: 

Acceptance of grant funds if awarded.
Budget Impact: (if applicable)
Amount: 
Source:
     Included In Budget: 
     Other (explain): 
Attachments List:
SBIRT Grant
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