
Unified Government Clerk’s Office 
Monica L. Sparks, CMC 

Unified Government Clerk 
 

 
701 North 7th Street, Suite 323                                           Phone:  913-573-5260 
Kansas City, Kansas 66101-3070                                 Fax:  913-573-5299 
                            http://www.wycokck.org 

 
 

NOTICE OF WYANDOTTE COUNTY PARK BOARD MEETING 
 

 
A meeting of the Wyandotte County Park Board of the Unified Government of Wyandotte 
County/Kansas City, Kansas, will be conducted in a hybrid format on Wednesday, November 
12, 2025, at 6:00 P.M.   
  
We invite you to view the meeting in person in the 5th-floor conference room, Suite 515, 701 N. 
7th Street, Kansas City, Kansas, or via a Zoom webinar.   
Topic: Meeting of the Wyandotte County Park Board regarding staff updates on various projects. 
 
Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, or Android device: 
 
Please click the link below to join the webinar: 

    Please click this URL to join.  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84233658085 
Webinar ID: 842 3365 8085 
Description: Wyandotte County Park Board Meeting 
 
Or One tap mobile: 
    +16699009128,87188270404#, *420445# US (San Jose) 
    +12532158782,87188270404#, *420445# US (Tacoma) 
 
Or join by phone: 
    Dial (for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 
        US: +1 669 900 9128 or +1 253 215 8782 or +1 346 248 7799 or +1 646 558 8656  or +1 301 715 
8592  or +1 312 626 6799  or 877 853 5257 (Toll Free) or 888 475 4499 (Toll Free) 
     
    International numbers available: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kPJNok5X 

 

http://www.wycokck.org/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F84233658085&data=05%7C02%7Cmsparks%40wycokck.org%7C1a5a30d17e4a43c70edc08dd82865f69%7Ce79d495b4d8d47d5a9718554b20282ff%7C0%7C0%7C638810236362919839%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EHZ6R2mv9RACVevUVpuUrbIP5eoBUOY3hjIJNDdwqrM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fu%2FkPJNok5X&data=05%7C02%7Cmsparks%40wycokck.org%7Ce754f31e6226470349a008dc694d0f49%7Ce79d495b4d8d47d5a9718554b20282ff%7C0%7C0%7C638501027450857445%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VR9GCggdDI9n8SLnF5IOwYP1sQPqF0iBKwteE%2FRGa8I%3D&reserved=0


UNIFIED GOVERNMENT WYCO/KCK 

REGULAR BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS MEETING 

Wednesday, November 12th, 2025 

City Hall, 701 N. 7th Street, Room 515, KCK 66101 

And Via Zoom at 6:00pm 

Agenda 

Have the proper meeting notices been given?   ________ 

Call to Order,                    ________P.M. 

Roll Call: 

______ Mario Escobar/Mayor Garner    ______Dr. Jane Winkler Philbrook/District #6 

 *Chairman 

 

______Kevin Mitchell/District #1    ______Nathan Brungardt/District #7 

 *First Vice Chairman       

 

______ Jim Schneweise/District #2                      ______Laura Flores/District #8 

        *Secretary  

 

______Amanda DeVriese-Sebilla/District #3                 ______Andrea Generaux/District #1 at Large  

                  

______Karen Daniels/District #4     ______Sarah Lynch/District #2 at Large 

 *Second Vice Chairwoman        

 

______Andrea Behrman/District #5            Non-Voting Members 

   ______Samuel Simmons Sr./KCKPS        

Administration Present: 

______Angel Ferrara, Parks and Recreation, Director 

______ Shaya Lockett, Parks & Recreation, Recreation Manager  

______ Vincent Billaci, Parks & Recreation, Parks Manager 

______ Wendy Green, Counselor 

______ Elizabeth Scrimsher, Administrative Support Specialist 

                



I – PRELIMINARIES 

 
1. Adoption of the Agenda 

The Agenda is presented for Board review, and consideration for adoption.  

Additions: 

 Visitors: 

 Board Members: 

The Agenda is presented for adoption. 

Motion:    Seconded:     Vote:    

 

2. Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes 
Minutes of the Wednesday, October 8th, 2025 regular Board of Park Commissioners meeting were presented 

for review and consideration for approval.   

Motion:    Seconded:     Vote:    

 

II – Presentations, Hearings, Communications 

1. Visitors  
Visitors may speak to the Board at this time. As a general rule, the Board will not enter into 

discussion, but will direct Administration to take under advisement, make necessary responses, and 

bring items to a future agenda as may be appropriate. Anyone addressing the Park Board must state 

their name and address for the record. Comments shall be limited to three (3) minutes for each 

participant. Per the Commission Rules of Procedure, which are applicable to Park Board meetings, 

comments should not include any rude or derogatory remarks, reflections as to integrity, abusive 

comments, and statements as to motives and personalities. 

2. Correspondence 

 
• Public Works Projects Update -  

 

 



 

III – Old Business 

• None to Report - 

 

IV – New Business 

 

• Request to Rename the Heathwood Park Baseball Field in Remembrance of Deputy 

Elijah Ming – 
 

• Employee of the Month Recognition –  

 

 

V – Other Business 

Staff Agenda 

 

• Shaya Lockett –   

a. Recreation Updates –  

 

• Vincent Billaci –   

a. Park Updates – 

 

 

• Angel Ferrara – 

a. Department Updates -   
 

 

 

• Board Member’s Questions or Comments 
 

 

       3.  Adjournment at    P.M. 

Motion:    Seconded:     Vote:    



 

 

                                     UNIFIED GOVERNMENT WYCO/KCK 

BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS MEETING 

                                      Wednesday, October 8th, 2025 

 The October 8th, 2025, meeting of the Unified Government WyCo/KCK Board of Park 

Commissioners was held at City Hall, 701 N 7th St Room 515, Kansas City, KS 66101 & 

                                                         Virtually – Via Zoom 

CALL TO ORDER: 

The meeting of the Unified Government Board of Park Commissioners was called to order at 

6:01 pm by Mario Escobar, Chairman. Angel Ferrara, Director, stated proper meeting notice had 

been given 

 

ROLL CALL:  

Members present were recorded for the minutes  

Board Members Present:  

Mario Escobar, Chairman  

Kevin Mitchell, Member 

Amanda DeVriese-Sebilla, Member 

Karen Daniels, Second Vice-Chairwoman 

Andrea Behrman, Member 

Dr. Jane Winkler Philbrook, Member 

Laura Flores, Secretary 

Andrea Generaux - Member 

Samuel Simmons Sr./KCKPS-Non-Voting Member 

 

Board Members Absent:  

Sarah Lynch, Member 

Jim Schneweise, Member 

Nathan Brungardt, Member 

 

Administration Present:  

Angel Ferrara, Director of Parks and Recreation    

Shaya Lockett, Recreation Assistant Director   

Vincent Billaci, Manager of Recreation  

Keath Rankin, Counselor 

Elizabeth Scrimsher, Administrative Support Specialist 

 

                                             I – PRELIMINARIES  



 

 

  

• ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA  

A motion was made by Dr. Jane Winkler Philbrook to adopt October 8th, 2025, 

Agenda and seconded by Andrea Behrman 

                                                                                 Motion carried (Ayes 8, Nays 0)  

 

• APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES  

  

Minutes of Wednesday, August 13th 2025, regular Board of Park Commissioners, were 

presented for review and consideration for approval. A motion was made by Dr. Jane Winkler 

Philbrook and seconded by Andrea Behrman 

                                                                                  Motion carried (Ayes 8, Nays 0)  

 

                    II- PRESENTATIONS, HEARINGS, COMMUNICATIONS  

 

• Visitors – None to Report 

Visitors may speak to the Board at this time  

As a general rule, the Board will not enter discussion, but will direct Administration to take 

under advisement, make necessary response and bring items to a future agenda as may be 

appropriate   

  

 

• Correspondence – None to Report 

 

• Public Works Projects Update – Angel Ferrara stated the Parks and Recreation 

Department attempted to obtain a project update from Public Works but did not receive 

any information for October. We will try to get one for the November Park Board 

meeting 

• Angel, did share an update on 8th Street Park and Northrop Park, they're still moving 

along, with some progress, if you've been by the parks, you can see that they are  still 

under construction, so we're anticipating, at least for Northrop Park, that the playgrounds 

should be getting installed anytime if they aren't already on site, and then 8th Street Park 

is still progressing 



 

 

                                       III– OLD BUSINESS 

 

None to Report 

                                        

                                             IV- NEW BUSINESS  

 

• Employee of the Month Recognition –Vincent Billaci shared with the Park Board that 

the Parks and Recreation Department’s July Employee of the Month is Jeff Robson, who 

was nominated for his strong work ethic and positive spirit. His position helps with 

maintaining the Parks & Recreation buildings and keeps up with the Parkwood Pool and 

splash pads, keeping them in top shape 

• Employee of the Month Recognition – Shaya Lockett shared with the Park Board August 

Employee of the month was Harry Borg, his position is Program Aide, and he is just a 

willing employee. Anything we've asked him to do, any location we've asked him to 

work at, he has always stepped in, done so with a smile. As you all are aware, the 

Recreation Division is currently short-staffed, and Harry often fills in. He was able to 

oversee our co-ed softball league and be the main employee for the Parks Department 

for us to keep that program running, and he has always positive attitude 

• Employee of the Month Recognition – Vincent Billaci shared with the Park Board that 

September's Employee of the Month is Timothy Plake, who is nominated for his 

dedication to beautifying our parks. Tim is a Horticulturists II, with Parks & Recreation. 

Tim’s efforts have not gone unnoticed, with strong field knowledge, a great work ethic, 

and a positive attitude 

                             

                                          V - OTHER BUSINESS  

Staff Agenda  

 

Shaya Lockett - Recreation Updates   

• Parks and Recreation, in collaboration with the KCKPD, will host the "Faith in Blue" 

event this weekend at Eisenhower Park. The event will take place on Saturday, October 

11th at 6:00 p.m. There will be a program featuring concessions and several available 

Parks and Recreation, in collaboration with the KCKPD, will host the "Faith in Blue" 

event this weekend at Eisenhower Park. The event is scheduled for Saturday, October 

11th, at 6:00 p.m. Attendees can look forward to a program featuring concessions and 



 

 

various resources. Additionally, a movie screening will begin at 7:00 p.m. Our staff will 

be present during this community event. 

• We are excited to announce that our Fall activities are in full swing! One of the 

upcoming events is our Pumpkin painting event on October 17th at the Armourdale 

Community Center. This event has reached full capacity, which is thrilling news. It 

reflects the growth and success of our program over the past few years. We currently 

have 35 registered participants, which is the maximum number we can accommodate 

due to the number of pumpkins and the space needed  

• Boo Bingo - is coming up on October 29th at 6:00 p.m. This event will also be at 

Armourdale Community Center 

• Halloween Festival – The Halloween festival will be held on October 31st from 4:30 PM 

to 7:00 p.m. at Kensington Gym. Our entire recreation team will come together to host 

this exciting event for the kids. On that day, all community centers will be closed to allow 

the whole team to participate. We will have hot dogs, popcorn, and various activities 

planned. Each attendee will receive a tote bag for trick-or-treating, and plenty of candy 

will be available. Shaya invited the Park Board to join us the festivities!  

• Fall sports update: Our volleyball clinic at Joe Amayo and flag football are both ongoing 

and will wrap up in a couple of weeks 

• Futsal registration is open, and will begin on November 1st  

• Winter basketball season is approaching; Parks and Recreation is hosting a Volunteer 

Coaches informational meeting on October 15th, at 6:00 p.m. We will be hosting a call 

for coaches at Kensington Annex. We often hear from the community about how they 

can help and support youth sports and becoming a volunteer coach is one of the best 

ways. If you know anyone interested in coaching, please encourage them to attend the 

meeting at Kensington on the 15th at 6:00 p.m. If they are unable to participate, you can 

share my contact information with them, and I will ensure they receive all the necessary 

details to get started as a coach 

• Parks and Recreation is celebrating Walktober to highlight our new trail amenities, this 

past Friday, we had a ribbon-cutting at Pierson Park for the new trail, splash pad, and 

dog park 

• This Friday, October 10th, at 11:00 a.m., we will cut the ribbon for the new trail at 

Wyandotte County Park  

• On October 17th and 24th, we'll be at Clopper Field and Klamm Park to celebrate additional 

trail amenities, encouraging everyone to walk and enjoy 

• We also partnered with Kansas City, Missouri, and Jackson County Parks for a 

Walktober event at Kaw Point Park as part of their ongoing series, where artists come 

out, and paint the scenery of the park. The event will be on Sunday, October 26th, at 

noon 



 

 

Vincent Billaci - Park Updates  

• Shared with the Park Board, the Kansas Forest Service had contacted us with another round 

of funding for the tree grant that they have, for which we received $100,000 last November. 

• We received approval to reapply for this second round, and last month, we were notified 

that we were awarded another $100,000 from Kansas Forest Service grants. We are excited 

to get much-needed tree work and new tree plantings.  

• Kensington Park – Shared with the Park Board that the bid process was closed, and the bid 

has been awarded to Mid -America Gold and Landscape. The construction is now in 

process; they have already started the trail portion concrete has been poured, and a lot of 

the grading has been completed, the update on the park will consist of two 12 youth soccer 

fields, and we will be working on the soccer practice field, along with a 1/3mile walking 

trail with rubber surfacing.  Game fields will be irrigated, and the Musco lighting will be 

upgraded. This project will be complete and ready for soccer next year 

• Wyandotte County Park now has a 0.9-mile walking trail with concrete and rubber 

surfacing, which was completed  

• George Meyn Hall received a huge upgrade on the floor, which is now surfaced with 

epoxy  

• Refreshed the Park Board with this past year's budget process, and towards the tail end of 

the budget process, the Full Commission was discussing illegal dumping that we are all 

facing in this city, and one of the primary spots is Kaw Drive between 38th and 59th 

Street. The County Administrator, David Johnston, is making a huge effort to address all 

the blight and illegal dumping in the city, he tasked John Kelly in Building Logistics with 

the coordination that is involved in illegal dumping pickup effort, along with the Street 

Department and Parks and Recreation, every Monday, we are sending  6 and 8 staff 

members to assist in illegal dumping, so that takes away our efforts, with the Parks  

• Welborn Park – Several months ago, a group of high school students initiated a project as 

part of their senior assignments. After graduating, they continued to pursue this project, 

which was inspiring.  Vincent wanted to commend Commissioner Dr. Jane Winkler 

Philbrook for her support; she truly took these students under her wing and guided them 

throughout the process. Thanks to her efforts, they secured funding from the Park 

Foundation, applied for, and received a grant from the Hollywood Casino and from the 

TURF Committee. As a result, the project is now fully funded. We received bids for the 

project that were lower than expected, giving us potential extra funds. We hope to use this 

surplus to include dog agility items in the park. Installation of the dog park at Wellburn is 

set to begin around October 22nd, and we're excited to add this amenity. 

 

Angel Ferrara – Department Updates 



 

 

• Requested the Park Board to take a drive by Kensington Park, see the transformation 

being done  

• Welborn Dog Park – We asked our Marketing Coordinator, Ethan Haines, to capture the 

story of how the high school students who presented to the Park Board earlier in the year, 

and how they have worked diligently to bring the park project to fruition. Dr. Jane 

Winkler Philbrook also assisted in this effort. Ethan is putting together an article and 

working on video highlights to showcase this collaboration 

• Emerson Park – Gave update on the Emerson Park gazebo, advised maintenance 

enhancements to the roof that are going to be done, and we're looking at spring construction 

repair  

• Budget was passed in late September, and advised Park Board that she will be bringing 

some information on what this means for the Parks and Recreation Department for 2026, 

Parks and Recreation has always received tourism dollars, through the TGT tax, and, more 

specifically, through this conversation, there is a proposal to increase the TGT tax from 

8% to 10%, which would provide an additional 3% dedicated to Parks and Recreation, 

amounting to approximately $1.8 million. This item was supposed to be discussed at the 

full commission meeting last Thursday, was postponed to November 6th. Angel stated she 

plan to attend and appreciated Mario Escobar and Amanda DeVriese-Sebilla for sending 

letters in support of the Parks and Recreation Department 

• A few members of the Parks and Recreation staff recently attended the National Recreation 

Association conference in Orlando. During this event, Shaya, one of our consultants, and 

I had the opportunity to present for the first time on the topic titled "The History of 

Parkwood Pool and Its Role in Resiliency." We would like to present to the Park Board in 

the November meeting 

• The Parks and Recreation department received a $175,000 Land and Water Conservation 

Fund grant for Parkwood Pool maintenance and repairs, approved earlier this spring. We 

are matching this with our available budget dollars, making it a 50/50 grant match. Our 

department is spearheading this project and is going to apply for another round of the 

Recreation and Trail Program grant, which is administered through KDWP, also from the 

National Park Service. We applied for an RTP grant last year, we received approval for 

those dollars, and they are currently being deployed at Kensington Park, and have a mix 

of Congressional Earmark dollars and a small portion of recreational trail program dollars 

for the trail portion being constructed at Kensington. The total project at Kensington 

is estimated to be 1% might come from general funds, predominantly grant-funded. a 

million dollars, and it's fully grant-funded 



 

 

• Shared update on Parks and Recreation hiring process for the department. As the Unified 

Government had a freeze on hiring this year, we have received guidance, and we will 

slowly fill some of the positions  

 

            VI - BOARD MEMBER’S QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS  

 

• Dr. Jane Winkler Philbrook – Asked, since Parks and Recreation has changed to a 

five-day work week at the community center, if this will have more applicants 

o Shaya Lockett – Answered, yes, once we implemented the 5-day work week for 

the recreation staff, we did see an increase in hiring. We have been able to 

successfully retain new hires, whereas before, we weren't having success 

• Karen Daniels – Wanted to thank the Parks and Recreation again how Boston 

Daniels Park and all the hard work on the transformation. Karen also wanted to 

know how to bring some of the recreation events to the Beatrice L. Lee Community 

Center 

o Shaya Lockett – Answered that the recreation department just had a meeting 

today and agreed that all of the community centers should have a similar level 

of programming. We are working with our staff on how to reach out to 

organizations and community partners that can assist 

• Mario Escobar – Asked Vincent Billaci if Vega Park will get a new tree planted, 

due to the tree that was there prior in the park had to be taken out 

o Vincent Billaci – Stated he didn’t have the list of the thirteen parks that will get 

trees planted, using the tree grant that the Kansas Forest Service has given; he will 

check and will send out the list of parks  

 

 

                                               VII – ADJOURNMENT  

• Mario Escobar - Chairman requested to adjourn; Dr. Jane Winkler Philbrook made a 

motion, Amanda DeVriese-Sebilla seconded the motion, meeting was adjourned at 

6:42 PM Motion 

                                                                                                        Carried (Ayes 8, Nays 0)  

                                  ------------------------------------------------- 



 

 

                                                   Mario Escobar/Chairman   
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1.  Policy 

It is the policy of the Unified Government of Wyandotte County/Kansas City, Kansas that the 
naming of new and renaming of existing city-owned buildings and parks be reserved for 
exceptional circumstances and that the naming process comply with the guidelines and 
procedures set forth in this policy. This policy applies to name proposals by citizens. 

2. Objective 

To establish a systematic and consistent approach for the official naming of city- and county-
owned buildings and parks. 

To establish a policy that considers community tradition and continuity of name, while using 
established criteria that emphasize geography, local history, community character and values and 
service to Wyandotte County in the naming or renaming of buildings and parks. 

3. Principles 

Naming or renaming city buildings and parks is a powerful way to preserve local history and 
express community ideals and values. The names of city buildings and parks tell the important 
stories of our community. Naming a building or park after someone or something is an honor to 
be conferred thoughtfully and cautiously, with an opportunity for input from the whole community. 

The Unified Government reserves the naming or renaming of buildings and parks for 
circumstances which assure a worthy and enduring legacy and serve the best interests of 
Wyandotte County.  To that end, the following broad categories of naming requests will be 
considered: 

• Exceptional Individuals 
• Historic Events, Places, and Persons 
• Major Gifts 

4. Criteria 

In considering any proposal to name or rename a city-owned park or building, the following non-
exclusive list of criteria should be considered. 
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General Criteria 

• Will the name have historical, cultural, and social significance for generations to come? 
• Will the name memorialize people, places, or events that are of enduring importance to 

the community? 
• Will the name be identified with some major achievement or advancement of the public 

good within the community or the nation? 
• Will the name be particularly suitable for the building or park based on the location or 

history of the building, park, or surrounding neighborhood? 
• Will the name have symbolic value that transcends its ordinary meaning or use and 

enhance the character and identity of the building or park? 
• Will a name that accompanies a corporate give result in the undue commercialization of 

the building or park? 

Criteria for names honoring individual people: 

• Naming after a person should not occur until the person has been deceased for at least 
eighteen (18) months or reached the age of 75 years and that person’s historical 

significance and good reputation have been secured in the history and lore of the 
community or the nation. 

• Priority for naming after persons should be given in the following order to those who have 
significant and lasting contributions 

o To Wyandotte County 
o To the Kansas City metropolitan area 
o To the nation 

• Naming after national or international figures should be rare and only upon a substantial 
demonstration of the figure’s connections to or special importance to the Wyandotte 

County community. 
• Naming after people or groups of people who perish in or survive a tragic event should be 

considered only well after the public shock generated by the tragic event has lessened.  
Emphasis should be placed on the contributions or heroic actions of these people during 
their lifetime, rather than the circumstances of their death or survivorship. 

Criteria for names memorializing historic events, places, and persons: 

• The building or park should be located near or otherwise associated with the events, 
places, and people after whom it will be named. 

• The connection between the building or park and the historic event, place, or person 
should be documented with research. 

• The historic event, place, or person should be significant to the community and the 
community should desire to commemorate the history, as demonstrated by comments at 
public hearing. 

Criteria for names for major gifts: 

• Generally, the donation of gifts should be reward in itself and should not come with an 
expectation of commemoration through the naming or renaming of a public facility. 

• The following should be considered as thresholds for the naming of a public facility in 
commemoration of a gift: 
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o Donation of the land upon which the park or building sits 
o Payment of capital costs for construction 
o Long-term endowment for maintenance 
o The provision of significant program costs that serve community needs 

• Names for major gifts that are also names for individuals should comply with the criteria 
for names honoring individual people. 

5. Disqualifying Factors 

Name proposals that contain any of the following will be denied by the Unified Government without 
public hearing. 

• The applicant proposes to name the building or park after him or herself or his or her own 
group, business, or association, unless the proposal meets the criteria for names for major 
gifts. 

• The proposed name duplicates the name of another UG building, park or park feature 
• The proposed name denigrates or advocates a specific religious belief 
• The proposed name has obscene connotations 
• The proposed name demeans, intimidates, or maliciously portrays any racial or ethnic 

group 
• The proposed name is the name of an individual who has been found guilty of a felony 

crime 

6. Renaming 

Proposals to rename parks and buildings are not encouraged and should be entertained only 
after fully investigating and considering the potential impact of removing the current name. Names 
that have become ingrained or widely accepted in the community should not be abandoned unless 
there are compelling reasons and strong public sentiment for doing so. Historical or commonly-
used place names should be preserved wherever possible.  

The exception to the general rule that renaming is discouraged is renaming a building to remove 
the name of a person or entity who has acted in a disreputable or criminal way. In those 
circumstances, renaming will be considered favorably. 

7. Procedure for Community or Citizen Requests to Name or Rename a Park or 
Building 

Name proposals shall be submitted to the City Clerk at 701 N. 7th Street, Kansas City, Kansas 
66101. 

1. The applicant shall submit a name proposal to the Unified Government. The proposals 
must include the following: 

a. The location of the building or park to be named or renamed. 
b. The reasons for the proposed name, including any relevant research or 

documentation. 
c. Community support for the proposed name by including a petition with the 

required number of signatures, as listed below. The signatures must include 
the name, age (must be 18 or older), address, zip code, and telephone number 
of each signer. Each signer must be a resident of Wyandotte County. 
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i. For neighborhood and pocket parks, the petition must have 200 
signatures with zip codes within a 3-mile radius of the park. 

ii. Neighborhood community centers require 300 signatures with zip 
codes within a 3-mile radius of the building. 

iii. Community parks will require 500 signatures. 
iv. Community buildings of city-wide will require 1,000 signatures. 
v. Regional parks will require 1,000 signatures. 

2. The department will review the petition and the application. If the petition or application 
do not meet the above requirements or contains one of the disqualifying factors listed 
in subsection 5, it will be rejected and the applicant will be informed within 30 days.  

3. If the application meets the threshold requirements, the director of the department will 
arrange for a public hearing on the name proposal. 

a. Name Proposals for Parks or Buildings controlled or maintained by the Parks 

Department 
i. Name proposals for parks will go before the Board of Parks 

Commissioners first. At least two weeks before the meeting, notice of 
the hearing will be published in the official newspaper informing the 
public of the name proposal and publicizing the public’s right to 
comment on the proposal at the hearing. The Board of Parks 
Commissioners shall consider public comments, the principles and 
criteria in this policy, and any other relevant factors and make a 
recommendation to the Public Works and Safety Standing Committee 
to either approve or deny the proposal.  

ii. Name proposals for parks will then go to the Public Works and Safety 
Standing Committee.  Again, the public will have the opportunity to 
comment on the name proposal. The Public Works and Safety Standing 
Committee will consider public comments, the principles and criteria in 
this policy, and any other relevant factors, and the recommendation of 
the Board of Parks Commissioners and recommend approval or denial 
to the full commission.  

iii. If approved by standing committee, the name proposal will then go to 
the Full Commission for consideration. 

b. Name Proposals for City- and County-Owned Buildings 
i. Name proposals for city-owned buildings will first go to the Public Works 

and Safety Standing Committee.  The Unified Government will publish 
notice of the name proposal and the public hearing at least two weeks 
before the hearing in the official newspaper. The public will have the 
opportunity to comment on the name proposal. The Public Works and 
Safety Standing Committee will consider public comments, the criteria 
and principles listed in this policy, and any other relevant factors, and 
vote to approve or deny the proposal. 

ii. The name proposal will then go to the Full Commission for 
consideration. 

4. If the name proposal is approved, the Commission will pass a resolution name or 
renaming the building or park. The applicant will be informed in writing within 30 days. 
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The Unified Government will be responsible for the cost of any signage changes as a 
result of the resolution.  

8. Procedure for the Mayor to Request to Name or Rename a Park or Building 

Name proposals shall be submitted to the UG Clerk to be placed on the Mayor’s Agenda to go to 

the Full Commission for consideration at the next available Full Commission meeting.  

9. Procedure for a Commissioner to Request to Name or Rename a Park or Building 

Name proposals shall be submitted to the UG Clerk to be placed on the agenda of the Public 
Works and Safety Standing Committee for consideration at the next available meeting of the 
committee.  
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